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National Defense Transportation Day 
and National Transportation 
Week, 1974 


Proclamation 4292. May 11,1974 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

The phenomenal growth of America in just two hun- 
dred short years has been directly related to the growth 
of our national system of transportation. Today we have 
the largest and most diverse transportation system in the 
world, and the men and women who make that system 
work contribute nearly twenty percent to our Nation’s 
gross national product. 

As our society continues to grow, we must ensure that 
the effectiveness of our transportation system keeps pace 
with the changing demands placed on it. Both the Federal 
Government and the private sector have a role to play in 
ensuring that effectiveness. 

During the recent energy crisis, we became more aware 
than ever of the central, critical role our transportation 
system plays in meeting our social and economic needs 
through the efficient movement of people and goods. 
The quality of our life and the health of our economy re- 
quire that our transportation system remain robust. 


Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nixon, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Friday, 
May 17, 1974, as National Defense Transportation Day, 
and the week beginning May 12, 1974, as National 
Transportation Week. 

I urge the participation of Governors and other elected 
officials as well as the people of America to join with the 


Department of Transportation in observing this week as 
further proof of our efforts to give the Nation balanced 
and energy-efficient transportation. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eleventh day of May, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-four, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hundred ninety- 
eighth. 

RicHarD Nixon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:09 am., 
May 13, 1974] 


Legal Rights for Retarded 
Citizens Week, 1974 


Proclamation 4293. May 11,1974 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

America’s more than six million mentally retarded 
citizens face many hardships in their daily lives. Too fre- 
quently, they are even denied basic legal rights without 
having the means or the knowledge to protect themselves. 

Retarded children, for instance, are too often deprived 
of the opportunities open to other children, and many 
mentally retarded adults are denied a free choice of a 
place to live. 

Too many of the mentally retarded who, with proper 
training and encouragement, could lead healthy, produc- 
tive lives in the outside world are needlessly institutional- 
ized, Many are the victims of direct and indirect dis- 
crimination in their everyday lives. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nixon, President of the 
United States, do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
May 12, 1974 as “Legal Rights for Retarded Citizens 
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Week”, and call upon all Americans to make an added 
effort to accord full legal rights and individual respect and 
dignity to all retarded Americans not only this week, but 
every week of the year. 

In Witness WuereorF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eleventh day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-four, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred ninety-eighth. 


RicHarp Nixon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:09 a.m., 
May 13, 1974] 


Enid, Oklahoma 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at Vance Air 
Force Base. May 11,1974 


Mrs. Nixon and I want to thank all of you for giving 
us this wonderfully warm—warm in terms of climate and 
also in terms of your enthusiasm—Oklahoma welcome. 

As you probably noted, we have some very distinguished 
guests with us on the Spirit of 76. I know you have met 
them all before, but I think you ought to see them all— 
and first, of course, my wife Pat. 


And somewhere in the crowd I saw some Bellmon Belles, 
so Henry Bellmon better get up here. Where is he? Henry 
Bellmon. You can stay up here. You rank high enough. 
That is right. 


And Dewey Bartlett, Governor and Senator now. It is 
a great team. Don’t break it up. Right? 

Now, if these two Senators will step down, I would like 
to get a couple of other important people here. We have 
two Congressmen here. I will introduce them in terms of 
their seniority. John Jarman from Oklahoma City. 

And then another fellow that you all ought to know 
because he represents this district, Happy Camp. 

Now, this is, of course, a nonpolitical gathering, and I 
want all of you to know though, that as I went down the 
line meeting people, you wondered who I was shaking 
hands with. They were all Happy’s relatives. 

Let me just say a few words with regard to this crowd 
from the Enid area and also from the Vance Air Force 
Base. 

First, with regard to the base. This is a training base, 
not one of our largest ones, but one of our most important. 
But I want all of you to know that Americans today— 
at a time that everyone in our Armed Forces is there be- 
cause he wants to be, he is a volunteer—Americans today 
should stand tall and proud whenever we have men in 
uniform serving this Nation, serving as the peacemakers 
of the world. Let’s give a hand to those at the Vance Air 
Force Base. 


And let’s always remember we want to keep that 
strength, because a strong America is essential if we are 
going to have peace and freedom for all these young people 
for this next generation, and they are our hope and your 
hope, as well. 

And then finally, just a word about the Enid area. 
When people mention various cities in this country, they 
often wonder if I have been there. Well, it is very hard 
for me to find one of any size I haven’t been to at some 
time or another. 

I remember coming to Enid and receiving a very warm 
welcome. And I particularly appreciated it because I came 
when I was out of office, with no political prospects, and 
when you received me so well then, let me tell you, it makes 
it doubly happy for me to come back and be received so 
well now. We thank you from Enid for coming out. This 
is such a great crowd. 

And just a word, too: We sort of take for granted when 
“Hail to the Chief” is played by a band, and all the prac- 
tice that went into it, because it isn’t, you know, on the 
numbers that they usually learn, but I want to say that I 
have never heard “Hail to the Chief” played better than 
by the Enid High School Band. Let’s give them a hand. 

And finally, there is such a huge crowd here that it is 
not possible for us to shake hands with everybody, as we 
would like to. I just wish we could go down the line and 
tell you how much we have appreciated your support in 
the very few minutes that we were here. To go by and 
have people say “Hang in there; we are with you,” believe 
me, that does your heart good. 

And I can assure you in the presence of all of our good 
friends—and I know many here are perhaps from other 
States, but most of you are from Oklahoma—that I have 
that old Okie spirit, and I’ve got it deep down inside, and 
we never give up. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:53 p.m., c.d.t., at Vance Air 
Force Base, Enid, Okla. 


Oklahoma State University 


The President’s Remarks at Commencement Exercises 
at the University in Stillwater, Oklahoma. 
May 11, 1974 


Dr. Kamm, all of the distinguished guests on the platform, 
all of the distinguished members of the faculty, and par- 
ticularly, of course, the most distinguished people here of 
al!, those who are to receive degrees, both graduate and 
undergraduate, and your friends and those who have made 
it possible for you to be here today: 

Let me say, Dr. Kamm, that I am most grateful for the 
invitation that was extended to me to come to this univer- 
sity. My good friend, Senator Henry. Bellmon, said that this 
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school had had once a tradition of noncontroversial speak- 
ers. Well, now you have changed it tonight. [Laughter] 

And in the great tradition of an educational institution, 
I am very happy that there are some here who obviously 
disapprove of the speaker and there are others who ap- 
prove of the speaker. 

And all of you, of course, are welcome, and my remarks 
will be directed to all of you in the sense that I know you 
will receive them, of what this day means to those who 
are receiving their degrees from one of America’s greatest 
educational institutions. 

I would like to say, first, however, before getting into 
the more serious parts of my remarks, that I am very happy 
to be standing here at this particular spot. As some of you 
probably have heard, I am somewhat of a sports fan, 
and as some of you probably know, the university that is 
best known from Oxlahoma in football is not the Cow- 
boys, but the Sooners. 

On the other hand, I am aware of the whole realm of 
sports, and I am aware of the fact that, except for my 
wife’s alma mater, the University of Southern California, 
the university in all the United States that has won more 
national championships across the board is OSU. So con- 
gratulations. I know you are very good at wrestling. I 
could learn a little from you at that, too. 

Let me say, too, that when I spoke of the fact that I 
was somewhat of a sports fan, I was one of those who spent 
virtually all of my time on the bench, and to be in the 
middle of the field is really an unusual experience, and I 
thank you for that, too. [Laughter] 

On this particular day, I also want to pay tribute not 
only to the graduates to whom my remarks will be ad- 
dressed primarily but, as already has been done so elo- 
quently in the invocation, and also by Dr. Kamm, to those 
who taught them and to their parents and others who have 
made it possible to get their education. And I can say to 
you who are graduating today, as the years go by, each 
year you will appreciate more the sacrifices of your parents 
who made it possible for you to get an education that they 
may not have received. I have always felt that way. And 
as the years go by, you will appreciate more the dedication 
of those who taught you and, as a matter of fact, strangely 
enough, you will probably appreciate the most those who 
graded you the hardest, because they were the ones who 
made you toe the line. 

And so, to the faculty and to the parents and all those 
who made it possible for this great day of achievement, 
the congratulations not only of this great audience here 
go but of the whole Nation, for producing 4,000 fine 
young men and women to go forth in the service of their 
communities, of their States, of the Nation, and, as I will 
point out, also of the entire human race. 

On an occasion like this, it is, of course, customary to 
talk, as we should, about the future. It is, however, on an 


occasion like this, certainly not appropriate to disregard 
problems of the present. I know, for example, from talking 
to both of your two great Senators and to the two Con- 
gressmen who are here—John Jarman, Happy Camp, 
Senator Bartlett, Senator Bellmon—that farmers in Okla- 
homa, like farmers in other places, are concerned by the 
effect of the energy crisis on them, the shortages in fertil- 
izer and in other areas. 

I know that the cattlemen, for example, are concerned 
in Oklahoma, as they are in every other part of the coun- 
try, because after a very, very good 2 years they have a 
tough year this year because of a cost price squeeze. I 
know, too, that every housewife or budgetkeeper, should 
we say, is concerned about the problem of inflation, which 
js not limited to America. It is worldwide, as you know, but 
that makes it no less a difficult problem, or one that we 
should be less concerned by, the fact that it is others’, as 
well as our own. And I know, too, that those who are 
interested in our country have been concerned, as I have 
been deeply concerned, by the political problems that we 
have had in Washington. 

I can only say on this nonpolitical occasion this: that 
having presented all of the evidence to the Congress of the 
United States, I trust that the House of Representatives 
will act promptly so that we can reach a decision so that 
the President, the Congress, can get on with the people’s 
business, as we should. 

And having spoken of some of those problems, let me 
also remind ourselves of some of those things on this mag- 
nificent evening we can be thankful for. We can be thank- 
ful that for the first time in 12 years the United States is at 
peace with every nation in the world. 

We can be thankful that for the first time in 8 years, 
every American prisoner of war is home where he belongs 
and that he came home on his feet and not on his knees. 

And most of all—and I say this not only to those in the 
graduating class but to the juniors and sophomores and 
the freshmen and, I trust, the generation to come—we can 
be thankful that for the first time in 25 years no young 
American is being drafted to serve in the Armed Forces of 
the United States. 

As we look at our economic situation, we see its prob- 
lems. But just a few weeks ago in Paris, I talked to the 
leaders of 35 nations, the great nations of Europe and of 
Asia and some of the smaller nations of Latin America 
and Africa. I talked to them of their problems, and we 
talked of ours. And today, on this beautiful evening, we 
can also be thankful that whatever our problems are, that 
in America, Americans enjoy more freedom, more oppor- 
tunity, better jobs, higher wages, and a greater chance 
for a great future than in any place in the world. 

That is America. This is a great and a good country. 
But we must go from here to more greatness. As you study 
history, you will inevitably find that the time of a nation’s 
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potential destruction is not when it is weak, but when it 
is strong, or appears to be; not when it is poor, but when 
it is rich. Because what happens inevitably is a certain 
complacency, a certain softness that erodes the strength 
and the fiber that made the nation the great nation that 
it was. 

In 2 years, the United States will reach that period of 
200-years-old, and already, there are those who look at 
America and wonder: Will we be rich, as we will be? Will 
we be strong, as we will be? But most important, will 
America still have the sense of vision, the sense of destiny, 
the sense of character and drive and determination that 
brought us across the mountains, across the prairies, and 
made us the great and strong Nation that we are? That 
is the question. 

And it is a question that is very important to Americans. 
But it is also important to all the people that live on this 
earth today. 

Dr. Kamm was telling me that this university proudly 
has in its graduating class representatives from over 40 
countries abroad, as well as representatives from 47 States. 
So, this is truly a university in the true sense of universal, 
and therefore, as I lay before you the challenges of the 
future, whether America has seen its great period, or 
whether the next 200 years may be greater, as I lay those 
great challenges out, you will see that they are not just 
America’s challenges but they are those in which what 
America does will contribute to the benefit of all the people 
in the world. 

I start with one that is very timely, and that is the prob- 
lem of energy. And on that problem, those in this univer- 
sity have special skills and knowledge far beyond my own, 
but I do know this: that America consumes approximately 
35 percent of the energy in the world. 

I know, too, however, that America is blessed with great 
natural resources and great human and technological skills 
which makes it possible for this Nation—one of the few na- 
tions in the world, incidentially, of the industrial na- 
tions—to set a goal which it can achieve, a goal of being 
completely independent in terms of its energy needs. 

Let me tell you why we should have that. In September 
and October and November of last year we went through a 
great crisis. It rebounded throughout our entire economy. 
It hurt all sectors of it in various ways. We are just re- 
covering from it. 

We want good relations with all nations in the world. 
But if the United States has the resources to become in- 
dependent of any other nation for our energy, let’s do it, 
and we can do it, and we shall do it by the year 1980. 
Now, what does that require? It requires the development 
of our oil and gas resources and some action by the Con- 
gress that will allow their full development. It requires the 
development of our coal resources, in which we have two- 
thirds of all the known coal resources in the free world. 
We have not used them adequately because of environ- 


mental problems and other problems recently, but it is 
possible not only to extract coal but to use coal and to make 
it a clean fuel, and if we do so, that can help make Amer- 
ica self-sufficient in energy, and that is why we should move 
on that front. 

And third, in areas little dreamed of 15, 20 years ago— 
nuclear power, which can be the cleanest and the safest of 
all power, solar energy, far out perhaps in terms of what 
the science and art would now seem to suggest, but cer- 
tainly possible—what I am simply saying to this graduat- 
ing class is that we have a goal. That goal is, by the year 
1980, to be independent in energy. It is going to take the 
cooperation of government. It is going to take your tech- 
nological and other abilities to the extent that you work in 
these various areas. But it is a goal worth achieving. It 
will help us, and it will help other nations as well. 

To put it in its proper context, let us understand what 
the mix is in terms of who does what. The Federal Gov- 
ernment has a great role to play in this respect. We will be 
spending approximately $15 billion in research in the 
field of energy over the next 3 to 4 years. That is a very 
large amount of money. On the other hand, over the next 
10 years private enterprise will be spending $500 billion, 
a half a trillion dollars, to achieve the goal that I am re- 
ferring to. 

And it allows me to make this point: America became 
what we are—we became rich and productive and 
strong—not because of what Government did, but be- 
cause of what people did. And it is people in our private 
capacities—that is what counts. You are the ones that are 
going to make America move forward in this and in all 
the other areas as well. 

And now to a second great challenge for this splendid 
generation of Americans, and I refer to the challenge of 
food. We are blessed richly in America in this respect. I 
know that many who write me about the cost of living 
speak about high grocery bills, and yet even at their high- 
est, due to the productivity of America’s farmers, due to 
the fact that they have been able to produce more with less 
people, today the American housewife pays a smaller per- 
centage of her budget for food than does any housewife in 
the world. 

That is to the credit of America’s farmers. It is to the 
credit of our distribution system. It does not mean that 
we perhaps cannot do better over a longer period of time 
in bringing those prices within those realms that everyone 
feels that he or she can afford. But what I do say is this: 
This is no time for jingoism as to who is number one or 
number two on this or that or the other between countries, 
but there is one area where America is by all odds number 
one, and that is in agriculture. 

And looking to the future, the fact that America is so 
productive in agriculture, that we produce enough to feed 
all of the American people, to clothe the American people, 
and to provide billions of dollars in aid as well as in sales 
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to countries abroad, that is a great instrument for peace 
in the world, and we are using it for peace as well as for 
humanity. So those who are in this field of American agri- 
culture deserve the thanks of the Nation, and this univer- 
sity has played, I know, a very great role in that respect. 

When I think, too, of one of your former presidents, 
Dr. Bennett,’ the first director of point 4, I think of an- 
other area in which American agriculture can play a role 
in dealing with the problem of hunger for the whole world. 
In a visit to Brazil in 1967, I was talking to the then Presi- 
dent. Northern Brazil at that time was one of the poorest 
areas of the world. It is still very poor. I have seen poverty 
in many places—in India, in Bolivia, in Brazil, in China— 
and I can tell you that as you look at the hungry faces, it 
doesn’t make any difference what the political philosophy 
may be of those who rule them. When you see the hungry 
children, it makes no difference about what the attitudes 
of their leaders may be. It is a problem. Your heart goes 
to them. And America, to its credit, has always been very, 
very generous in providing from our surplus for their 
needs. 

But now what has happened? The world is producing a 
little more. The demands are becoming greater. And as 
a result, we find that we face a potential situation with 
regard to food shortage nct only in America but in the 
world. 

I come back to my conversation with the President of 
Brazil, and what America can do there and in many other 
places. You have heard of the miracle rice and the miracle 
wheat, what it has done, for example, in Latin America 
in the one instance, and in the case of rice in Southeast 
Asia, in alleviating hunger by increasing production. 

But there is another phase. It is not just in teaching 
farmers how to plant, but it is the whole process of not 
only producing food but distributing it. And in Brazil, 
for example, the President told me that over one-half of 
everything grown on the farms in Brazil spoiled on the 
way from farm to market. 

That is one country. I could repeat that for others, for 
India, certainly for China, for many others around the 
world. 


What can America do about it? I am not suggesting that 
we export our farmers, but I am suggesting that American 
know-how, American technology, in this area is a place 
where we—we can do something not only for ourselves 
but for others as well. ; 

And that is why the World Food Conference which we 
have helped to initiate this November is a great enterprise 
and one that this young generation, I trust, those in this 


*Dr. Henry G. Bennett was Administrator of the Technical Co- 
operation Administration in 1951. The Administration was created 
by Congress to implement the point 4 program by providing technical 
assistance to underdeveloped areas of the world in such fields as 
education, agriculture, and health. He was president of Oklahoma 
State University from 1926 to 1951. 


field, will follow through on in the years ahead. Because 
even though it may not be very close at home to you, think 
of those people, as my wife and I have seen them, in vir- 
tually every country of the world. When a person is hun- 
gry, when a person is poor, we cannot have a world that 
will live in safety if that situation is not remedied. It can 
be remedied, and we can help, and you have already 
helped. 

The third area that I want to speak of where we have 
a great challenge is in the field of health. I understand 
from Dr. Kamm you do not have a school of medicine, 
but you have many who will, of course, be involved in the 
various medical arts in one way or another, and all of you, 
of course, will have an interest, I am sure, in this area. 

But here what we have now before us is an achievement 
that Americans have dreamed about but have never been 
able to achieve before, a program in which every American 
will have health insurance if he needs it; where every 
American will have protection against catastrophic illness 
where he needs it or wants it, and where this can be ac- 
complished without additional taxes and, most important, 
where it is accomplished not by destroying the existing 
private medical system which has given us the best health 
care in the world, but by building on it. Because I say to 
you, let us remember when an individual is sick, I think 
he prefers to have a doctor who is working for the patient 
rather than for the Federal Government, and that is what 
this program is all about. 

The fourth area is related to the third in a very interest- 
ing way. You hear of the great hostility, and there is hos- 
tility at times in the philosophy of the United States and 
that of the great super power, the Soviet Union, and the 
super power of the future, the People’s Republic of China. 
And you wonder what areas are there where our interests 
do not collide? What areas are there where our interests 
are together? And there are many. 

They do not receive the attention that they should: the 
joint project, for example, of the United States and the 
Soviet Union exploring space peacefully; the joint pro- 
grams that we have developed with the Soviet Union and 
some also with the People’s Republic of China, in the 
field of the environment where we share what we learn 
with them and they with us; and the joint programs, for 
example, that we have, and I mention this particularly, 
in the field of health. 

I found that in my talks with Mr. Brezhnev and with 
Mr. Chou En-lai and Mr. Mao Tse-tung, each in individ- 
ual conversations emphasized the need, whatever differ- 
ences in philosophies that we have, that the scientists and 
the medical technicians and doctors of the world should 
have no disagreement about working together against the 
diseases which are the scourges of mankind. 

Just to recount to the younger members of this graduat- 
ing class how much has happened in so few years, it is hard 
to realize that the man who served longest as President of 
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the United States—12 years—was crippled with polio, 
because that was before the days of television and we did 
not think about it. He served well. But it is also well for us 
to realize that today, he would not have had polio. 

We all think of this in personal terms. And I remember 
in our own family, 45 years ago, two brothers—one 
younger, one older—died of tuberculosis within 2 years 
of each other. Today, that would not happen, not in my 
family or in yours, because they have found the virus and 
they can kill it. 

And that is why we have mounted within the Govern- 
ment of the United States a great program to find the cure, 
or a number of cures, and it may be a number, for differ- 
ent types of cancer. That is why we have mounted pro- 
grams, also, in the field of heart disease and many other 
areas. Oh, I do not mean to suggest that we are looking 
forward to a time when there will be no diseases and when 
men and women live forever, but I am saying this: that 
what we do here in the United States will be great in these 
years ahead, because of the effort that we are putting in, 
but I also know that in the Soviet Union—and _I have seen 
their hospitals there—and in the People’s Republic of 
China where one-fourth of the ablest people in the world 
live, that there are doctors, there are people—men and 
women of genius—and if there is a way that the genius 
that they have and the genius that we have, or that some 
other people, whether they are in Europe or Latin Amer- 
ica or Southeast Asia, has, where those two types of genius 
can rub together, we may get that spark that otherwise 
might not occur if we live in isolation. 

And that is why I say, what a great time for a new 
generation to think that you live in an open world, that 
you live in a world where we are not isolated from one- 
fourth of all the people in the world, that you live in a 
world where we still have differences that we are attempt- 
ing to negotiate rather than to fight about, but that you 
live in a world where you can look forward to working with 
other people whoever they are, whatever the color of their 
skins, whatever their background, whatever their political 
philosophy, but to work with them and not against them 
in those common causes of a better environment, a health- 
ier world, a better world. This is a great goal. 

And I say to you tonight that on this goal you have 
often heard me speak of the need for us to work for what 
is called the generation of peace. That is stating it in much, 
it seems to me, too inadequate terms, although it would be 
more than we have had in this century, because Americans 
fought World War I and thought it was the last. And 
then came World War II for the sons of those of World 
War I. And after World War II and the United Nations 
and all the great hopes, we thought, “Now a period of 
peace.” And the younger brothers of World War II were 
killed in Korea. And after Korea came Vietnam, and the 
sons of those who fought in World War II and Korea, or 
their younger brothers, lost their lives there. 


And now what? It is not enough to end wars. What we 
must do is to build a new structure of peace in the world, 
and that requires something that America, and America 
only, must play a leading—and, in the free world, the 
leading—role. 

Because today, as distinguished from the period before 
World War I and World War II, we cannot look across the 
seas to Europe and say, “Oh, the British can do it, or the 
French can hold the line.” There is no other nation in 
the free world that has the strength militarily, that has the 
productivity economically, that can provide the leader- 
ship role that America is providing today in negotiating a 
reduction of nuclear arms with the Soviet Union, in open- 
ing a dialogue with the People’s Republic of China, in 
attempting to find, in one of the most diplomatic ventures 
of all time, in attempting to find a way in which peace can 
be brought to the cradle of civilization, the cradle of civili- 
zation and the religions—of many religions—in the Mid- 
east, which could well be equated as the Balkans of the 
1970’s unless we do something about it and do something 
now. 

I do not suggest to this audience where you, particularly 
in your schools of arts and sciences, have concentrated on 
these subjects, that the way to peace is easy. And I would 
never suggest that once you get peace, you have it, because 
peace is a continuing process, it is never an end. 

But the United States today has the unique position, 
because of our strength, because of our wealth, because 
we are respected, because it is known throughout the world 
that we seek domination over no other country, that we 
will not use our power to destroy peace any place or to de- 
stroy freedom, only to defend it. Because of these factors, 
America now has a chance, a chance that may never come 
again, to play the role of peacemaker in the world, and the 
question is, will we meet the challenge? 


And the answer is not just in government, not just in 
the present leaders, the answer is in all the great mass of 
the American people, whether a nation that has sacrificed 
so much is willing now still to play a world role, whether a 
nation like America, which is so rich, still has the strength, 
the vision, the sense of destiny to play that role. 

To the members of the graduating class, I think you 
have it. To the members of the graduating class, I want 
you to know that in 25 years, plus one, they are going to be 
celebrating a new year. Most of us will not be around, but 
you will. It comes once in a thousand years. And on that 
new year you will look back to this day and then you will 
judge your generation. 

Let me tell you what I think you will be able to say. 
Yours was the generation that was there, that had the 
strength and the stamina to see that America played a re- 
sponsible role so that we did have peace in the world for 
a generation. Yours was the generation that helped Amer- 
ica become self-sufficient in energy, that helped America 
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to develop the food resources for ourselves and other na- 
tions so that the level as far as people’s abilities for nutri- 
tion is concerned was raised not only for ourselves but for 
all people. Yours was the generation during which great 
strides were made forward in terms of fighting the'scourges 
of disease wherever they existed throughout the world, 
and, most of all, that yours was the generation, a genera- 
tion that asked questions, a generation not afraid of con- 
troversy, but a generation that, when the chips were down, 
was strong in the right, believed in what we were doing. 

I say to you, when the year 2000 comes, I am confident 
that the members of the class of 1974 of Oklahoma State 
University will look back and say: Yes, we met the test. 
Ours was the great American generation. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:58 p.m., c.d.t., at Lewis Field, Okla- 
homa State University, Stillwater, Okla. 


Federal National Mortgage Association 


Announcement of Appointment of Four Members of the 
Board of Directors. May 14, 1974 


The President today announced the appointment of 
four persons as members of the Board of Directors of the 
Federal National Mortgage Association for terms ending 
on the date of the annual meeting of stockholders in 1975. 
They are: 

SHELDON B. Lusakr, Assistant Secretary of Housing and Urban De- 
velopment for Housing Production and Mortgage Credit. Mr. 
Lubar succeeds Floyd H. Hyde, who resigned as Under Secre- 
tary of Housing and Urban Development in March. 

Lours R. Barsa, of Short Hills, N.J., builder, Barcon Associates, 
Chatham, N.J. Mr. Barba is being reappointed. 

Joun M. Coste Lo, of Parma Heights, Ohio, lawyer, appraiser, 
and real estate salesman. Mr. Costello is being reappointed. 

Juuian H. Zimmerman, of Fentress, Tex., president, Lumbermen’s 
Investment Corporation. Mr. Zimmerman is being reappointed. 

The establishment of the Federal National Mortgage 
Association was provided for by Public Law 90-448 of 
August 1, 1968, which also provided for the orderly trans- 
fer from the Government to private control, which went 
into effect in May 1970. The Board of Directors consists 
of 15 members, including 10 elected by the common stock- 
holders and 5 appointed by the President. Of the five ap- 
pointed annually by the President, one must be from the 
homebuilding industry (Mr. Barba), one must be from 
the real estate industry (Mr. Costello), and one must be 
from the mortgage lending industry (Mr. Zimmerman). 

The Board of Directors selects the President and Vice 
President of the Federal National Mortgage Association. 


International Wheat Agreement 


The President’s Message to the Senate Transmitting 
for Advice and Consent to Ratification Protocols 
Extending the Agreement. May 14, 1974 


To the Senate of the United States: 

For the advice and consent of the Senate to ratifica- 
tion, I transmit herewith the Protocols for the Extension of 
the Wheat Trade Convention and the Food Aid Con- 
vention constituting the International Wheat Agreement, 
1971, open for signature in Washington from April 2 
through April 22, 1974. The Protocols were formulated 
by a Conference of Governments which met in London on 
February 22, 1974. 

I transmit also, for the information of the Senate, the 
report of the Department of State with respect to the 
Protocols. 

The Protocol for the Extension of the Wheat Trade 
Convention, 1971, extends the Convention until June 30, 
1975, and maintains the framework for international co- 
operation in wheat trade matters. It also continues the 
existence of the International Wheat Council. 

The Protocol for the Extension of the Food Aid Con- 
vention, 1971, also extends until June 30, 1975, commit- 
ments of parties to provide certain minimum annual quan- 
tities of food aid to developing countries. The United 
States intends not to deposit ratification of this Protocol 
unless the European Economic Community remains a 
party. This intention was formally recorded by the United 
States in a written declaration made at the time the Pro- 
tocols were signed. 


Both Protocols provide that instruments of ratification 
shall be deposited no later than June 18, 1974. The Wheat 
Council may, however, grant an extension of time to any 
signatory government that has not deposited an instrument 
of ratification by that date. 


It is my hope that the Senate will give favorable con- 
sideration to the two Protocols so that, subject to the Euro- 
pean Economic Community remaining a party to the Food 
Aid Convention, ratification by the United States can be 
effected and instruments of ratification for the Wheat 
Trade Convention and the Food Aid Convention can be 
deposited without undue delay. 


RicuHarp Nixon 


The White House, 
May 14, 1974. 
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Bills Concerning Drug Addiction 
and Alcohol Abuse 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing S. 1115 and 
S.1125 IntoLaw. May 14, 1974 


We want to say, first, that this is again a demonstration 
of bipartisan support for subjects that have no partisan 
connotations whatever. When. we talk about drug abuse 
and alcoholism, the party lines are crossed, and when we 
talk about solutions, it is very encouraging to find that both 
Republicans and Democrats have worked long and hard 
for both of these measures and that now we have the tools, 
we believe, or some of the tools that are necessary to deal 
effectively with them. 

So, I want to express the appreciation of the Nation to 
all the Members of Congress, but particularly to the 
members of the committee who are here present, for get- 
ting this legislation passed, and now it is up to those who 
have the responsibility within the Administration to see 
that it is properly implemented. 

And finally, as much as anything else, there is the need 
for—in addition to the money, in addition to the Govern- 
ment action—there is the need for education, in which the 
leaders, all of whom are represented here, can play a great 
role, and we trust that you will do so—education in terms 
of how our younger people can avoid the problems with 
either drug abuse or alcoholism in the years ahead. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. The ceremony was attended by Members of Con- 


gress and Federal officials concerned with the treatment and preven- 
tion of drug addiction and alcoholism. 


As enacted, the two bills were approved by the President on 
May 14, 1974. S. 1115, the Narcotic Addict Treatment Act of 1974, 
is Public Law 93-281. S. 1125, an act concerning alcohol abuse, 
prevention, and treatment, is Public Law 93-282. Title I of S. 1125 
may be cited as the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 
Prevention, Treatment, and Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 
1974. 


Disaster Assistance for North Dakota 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Heavy Rains. May 14, 1974 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of North Dakota as a result of heavy rains, snowmelt 
runoff, and flooding, beginning about April 14, which 
caused widespread and extensive damage to public, pri- 
vate, and agricultural property. The President’s action will 
permit the use of Federal funds in relief and recovery 
efforts in designated areas of the State. 


Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will include disaster unemployment assistance for 
eligible individuals, debris removal, and the repair or 
restoration of damaged streets, roads, bridges, and public 
facilities and utilities. Low-interest-rate disaster loans for 
homeowners and businesses will be made available by the 
Small Business Administration under the authorities of 
Public Law 93-24, and emergency loan assistance will be 
made available by the Farmers Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in North Dakota will be coordi- 
nated by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, under 
the direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. 
Dunne will designate the specific areas within the State 
eligible for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and 
State damage assessments. 

Mr. Donald G. Eddy, Regional Director for Federal 
Disaster Assistance, HUD Region 8, will be designated 
as the Federal Coordinating Officer to work with the State 
in providing Federal disaster assistance under the Disaster 
Relief Act of 1970, Public Law 91-606. 


Reform of State Workers’ 
Compensation Programs 


Statement by the President. May ]5, 1974 


When the first State workers’ compensation laws were 
enacted more than 60 years ago, they were viewed as a 
major social reform. They were expected: 

—to replace a substantial part of the income lost 

through work-related disability or death; 

—to encourage safe and healthful workplaces; and, 

—to provide medical care, rehabilitation, and, when- 

ever possible, reemployment for those who became 
injured or ill in the course of their work. 

Furthermore, they were expected to accomplish these 
goals efficiently and with a minimum of controversy. 

In succeeding years, workers’ compensation legislation 
was enacted by all the States, and coverage and benefits 
were expanded. 

But today it has become clear that the evolution of the 
State workers’ compensation systems has been too slow to 
continue to meet the needs of the intended beneficiaries. 
These systems have not kept pace with the times, and the 
original goals of workers’ compensation are yet to be fully 
achieved. 

Many of the flaws in the present systems were docu- 
mented by the National Commission on State Workmen’s 
Compensation Laws. The Commission’s report set forth 
a long list of recommendations for improvement. It also 
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prompted a flurry of legislative activity in the States and 
no doubt will continue to inspire further reforms. 

To accelerate these reforms and to evaluate the progress 
of the States, I have directed the Secretaries of Labor, 
Commerce, and Health, Education, and Welfare, and the 
Federal Insurance Administrator within the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development to organize a new 
Federal task force on workers’ compensation which will 
include a capable and well-informed technical assistance 
team. As a starting point, this task force will assist States 
in the following areas: 

—the extension of compensation coverage to all 

workers; 

—improvement in coverage of occupational diseases 
and the development of less burdensome evidentiary 
requirements ; 

—tlimination of unreasonable limits on medical and 
rehabilitation expenditures; and, 

—correction of technical or legal limitations which pre- 
vent workers from gaining eligibility for workers’ 
compensation benefits because of varying jurisdic- 
tional requirements. 

Immediate improvement is needed in benefits, particu- 
larly for those workers permanently and totally disabled 
who now receive benefits below the poverty line. More- 
over, workers who are permanently disabled and the fami- 
lies of workers who die from work-related injury or illness 
should be protected from gradual impoverishment by the 
rising cost of living. 

At the end of 1975, an evaluation of State progress 
toward these objectives will be made by the task force and 
will be transmitted to the Congress and the States. Based 
on this evaluation, as well as subsequent studies and mate- 
rials submitted by concerned groups and individuals, I 
intend to make further recommendations for State, and 
possibly Federal, actions which seem appropriate. 

There is clearly a need to take a long look at the whole 
system of workers’ compensation. Fundamental questions 
have been raised as to whether that system as presently 
designed can achieve the goals of equity and efficiency 
which were set forth 6 decades ago. 

One key question is whether the present systems pro- 
vide adequate incentives for reducing hazards—both ac- 
cidents and diseases—in the work environment. It is 
raised by the continuing need to improve workplace safety, 
which has resulted in several major pieces of legislation 
during this Administration, including the Coal Mine 
Health and Safety Act (1969), the Construction Safety 
Act (1969), and the historic Occupational Safety and 
Health Act (1970). Another question is whether disabled 
workers are rehabilitated and reemployed to the maximum 
extent possible. There is some evidence that improved pro- 
grams might result in much smaller proportions of per- 
manently disabled workers. Thirdly, it is open to question 
whether benefits are delivered promptly, efficiently, and 


equ ‘bly. There is evidence that the delivery system may 
be too expensive, may pay too much for small claims and 
too little for large, and may be too slow in delivery of 
benefits. 

We do not know the answers to these questions, but 
we must find them. The answers are essential to the protec- 
tion and well-being of American workers. It would be 
foolhardy to attempt to design an ideal system to meet 
the goals of workers’ compensation without knowing what 
these answers are. 

Therefore, I have also directed that the new task force, 
with the participation of concerned Federal agencies, ini- 
tiate a major, carefully planned research program that will 
focus on finding the answers to these major questions. This 
research program will also address the need for a data sys- 
tem to provide relevant, reliable, and comparable data 
with which to assess and improve the management of 
workers’ compensation on a continuing basis. 

In summary, I am setting in motion an accelerated 
process of improvement in State workers’ compensation 
systems, supported by Federal technical assistance and 
carefully monitored and evaluated by the interagency task 
force. Concurrently, a major research effort will be under- 
taken to analyze fundamental issues and to develop policy 
options that come closer to attaining the goals of workers’ 
compensation. I hope this approach will begin an inten- 
sive, cooperative, and continuing effort by all levels of 
government to better serve the welfare of all American 
workers. 

NOTE: The White House also made available copies of a 15-page 
report prepared by the Departments of Labor, Commerce, HEW, 


and HUD. It is entitled “White Paper on Workers’ Compensation: 
A Report on the Need for Reform of State Workers’ Compensation.” 


Secretary of the Navy 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate J. William 
Middendorf II. May 15, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate J. William Middendorf II, of McLean, Va., to be 
Secretary of the Navy. He will succeed John Warner, 
who is now Administrator of the American Revolution 
Bicentennial Administration. 

Mr. Middendorf has served since July 31, 1973, as 
Under Secretary of the Navy, and has been Acting Secre- 
tary of the Navy since April 9, 1974. From 1969 to 1973, 
he served as United States Ambassador to the Netherlands. 

He was born on September 22, 1924, in Baltimore, Md. 
Mr. Middendorf received his bachelor of naval science 
degree in 1945 from Holy Cross College, his A.B. from 
Harvard University in 1947, and his M.B.A. from the 
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New York University Graduate School of Business Ad- 
ministration in 1954. He served from 1943 to 1947 in the 
U.S. Navy, including service in the Pacific as an engineer- 
ing and communications officer. 

From 1962 to 1969, Mr. Middendorf was senior partner 
in the investment banking firm of Middendorf, Colgate 
and Co., in New York, N.Y. From 1958 to 1961, he was 
a partner in Wood Struthers and Co., after serving as a 
financial analyst with the firm from 1952 to 1958. From 
1947 to 1952, he was with the credit department of the 
Bank of Manhattan Co. (now Chase Manhattan Bank). 

Mr. Middendorf is married to the former Isabelle 
Paine and they have five children. 


14th Mexico-United States 
Interparliamentary Conference 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and 
Enrique Olivares Santana, President of the Mexican 
Senate, at a Reception in the East Room. May 15, 1974 


THE Presment. Ladies and gentlemen, and all of our 
distinguished guests from Mexico, and also, of course, our 
guests from the United States, we welcome you very 
warmly to this reception. 

At the conclusion of the remarks that I will make, and 
also the conclusion of the response, I hope to have the 
opportunity, along with Senator Mansfield and Congress- 
man Wright, the ranking Congressional people from our 
side, to meet all of you before the reception in the State 
Dining Room. 

Unfortunately, Mrs. Nixon will not be able to join us 
for the reception, because just 10 minutes ago, she started 
to have a reception—or was supposed to—across the street 
at Blair House for another group of visitors. But I asked 
her to delay her departure for that reception for a per- 
sonal reason that all of you will, of course, understand. 

I have visited Mexico twice as President, twice as Vice 
President, and many, many times as a private citizen. 
But the most important time was when Mrs. Nixon and I 
came there 34 years ago on our honeymoon. 

And we thought it was such a good idea, we came back 
25 years ago for a reunion there. And Dr. Kissinger 
thought it was such a good idea that he went there this 
year for his honeymoon. [Laughter] 

So, with those personal references, Mrs. Nixon will beg 
your permission to leave because I know she would like 


to meet all of you, and I will then continue with my 
remarks. 


For 14 years, the parliamentary groups from Mexico 
and the United States have been meeting. And I have had 


the privilege in 1972, and then again in 1974, to welcome 
the group here. These meetings are very appropriate be- 
cause we are such close neighbors geographically. 

But our relationship is more important than simply 
official and geographical. There are bonds of friendship 
which bind us together. It does not mean that we do not 
sometimes have differences on such matters as the use of 
the Colorado River water, et cetera. 

But we have learned to settle our differences and settle 
them always at the conference table in a peaceful way. 

And I am very happy that since our last meeting that 
our Special Ambassador, Mr. Brownell, working with 
your representatives, was able to work out an agreement 
with regard to certain aspects of the salinity problem be- 
tween the United States and Mexico. And I am confident 
that the representatives here from the Senate and House 
of the United States will see to it that that agreement is 
approved on June 30, which is the date for its approval. 

Another factor that is very different from one that has 
usually been the situation with regard to our meetings is 
that this is the first meeting I have addressed in which the 
United States is at peace with all nations in the world. 

This means that we can work with you, our very close 
friends and neighbors to the south, and all nations in the 
world, for a permanent structure of peace. 

To build that permanent structure of peace requires an 
attitude which our friends in Mexico have had for many, 
many years, and that is to be able to establish some kind 
of dialogue even with those nations with whom you have 
very great differences. That is why the United States has 
moved forward in a dialogue with the leaders of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China, representing one-fourth of all the 
people who live on the earth. 

That is why we have had two meetings at the summit 
with the leaders of the Soviet Union, and another one 
that will occur in June. These two great nations, repre- 
senting great peoples, have very significant differences, 
profound differences insofar as their systems of govern- 
ment are concerned as compared with our system of 
government. 

But in the kind of world in which we live it is essential, 
if we are to have any chance for peace to survive, that 
nations that have differences in political philosophies 
learn to talk about those differences rather than to fight 
about those differences. 

But we must go beyond that. It is essential that all the 
peoples of the world devote their efforts to the challenges 
of peace, working cooperatively against those various 
problems which plague all of our civilizations in one way 
or another. 

So, whether it is in the problem of combating hunger 
by increasing food supply, whether it is the problem of 
developing the energy supplies of the world, whether it is 
the problem of cleaning up the environment of the world, 
whether it is the problem involving all of us in terms of 
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better health for all the people of the world, these are 
problems that should never divide peoples, regardless of 
our systems of government. These are problems that all] 
of us should work together to solve. 

And while, of course, great attention is paid to the ef- 
forts that we have been making to work toward solution 
of these problems, working toward a new dialogue with 
great nations like the Soviet Union and the People’s Re- 
public of China, with which the United States has not 
had good relations in the past, let us never forget that the 
fact that we are talking to nations who have been our 
adversaries does not mean that we have lost our interest 
in, or our affection for, or our primary interest in our 
friends. 

And we hope that Mexico and the United States can 
set an example of two great peoples working together in 
meeting the challenges of peace, because we know that we 
can accomplish far more working together than working 
separately. 

I say that based on many things, but particularly be- 
cause of my recollection of the enormous contribution that 
has been made to the United States, to our great and 
diverse population by those of Mexican background. 

And so today, I say to you, we are not here as two 
peoples, but as one people. We may speak a different 
language. We may have different backgrounds. But we 
are devoted to'the same great goals—peace in the world 
for all people and a higher standard of living for all people 
in the world. . 

And you, as the parliamentary leaders of your great 
country, I am sure, will work with our leaders in making 
suggestions for new approaches, new approaches which 
not only will mean better relations between our two coun- 
tries but which will provide that example of friendship 
and cooperation between two great neighbors which will 
be an example for relations between all countries in the 
world. 

I have only one regret as I conclude my remarks—that 
I do not address you in Spanish. But to show you the tra- 
dition that we have, at least in our State of California, 
both of my daughters’ second language is Spanish. Both 
speak Spanish. And that is true of almost one-third of all 
of the students in the United States of America today. 

And I will simply close with one of the few Spanish 
phrases that my friend, Mr. Barnes, says I pronounce cor- 
rectly. [Laughter] Estan ustedes en su casa. 

Senator Olivares will respond on behalf of the Mexican 
delegation. And we are very honored to have you, Sen- 
ator, on this very special occasion. 

SENATOR OL IvarEs. President Nixon, thank you for 
this cordial reception which we take as an obvious indi- 
cation of the good relations maintained by our countries 
within a framework of friendship, frankness, and respect. 

Almost 15 years ago, American and Mexican Congress- 
men began institutionally a dialogue that is now an ex- 
ample. In those days, the world was still in the grips of 
the rigid framework of the cold war, and interparliamen- 


tary meetings were looked at with suspicion and skepti- 
cism. Time has proved us to be right. And today direct 
communication and flexible negotiation are replacing in- 
transigent isolation or unavoidable clash. 


A dialogue can only take place between equals who feel 
respectful trust in each other and who act with faith in 
their own destiny and in that of mankind as a whole. 

The Tlatelolco and Washington Conferences have con- 
tributed to the practice of a “new dialogue.” We are 
convinced that we must go forward with their purposes 
and their spirit in adopting practical measures against 
the backwardness and inequality that still exist in our 
continent. 

We are living through days of crisis in the most diverse 
and important fields. A new era is opening on the horizons 
of the world. There are signs that are negative and a 
source of concern, but there are also valuable and encour- 
aging perspectives, since every crisis is an opportunity for 
defeat or revitalization. 

We are certain that mankind will be able to keep climb- 
ing towards justice and well-being. As neighboring nations, 
we can, and we must, contribute to this climb by making 
our relationship of respect and cooperation even more 
clear. 

We insist in saying that if geography has made us neigh- 
bors, reason, good faith, justice, and good policies make 
us friends. 

Shielded by these fundamental ideas, American and 
Mexican legislators have realistically and objectively dis- 
cussed the problems that concern us most. We have once 
again talked directly and sincerely, because we do not 
mistake friendship with hollow courtesy or weak rhetoric. 
Our work has been highly positive. 

In spite of those who think that exchanging ideas is an 
idle task and a sterile distraction, we believe that there is 
nothing so positive as traveling together the paths of un- 
derstanding among human beings, among politicians, 
among institutions, and among nations. 

In our times, we are working for our own nation when 
we contribute to building a better international society 
in which everybody together, rich and poor nations, will 
defeat anguish by means of the welfare which is derived 
by a more fair access to the goods of the economy and of 
culture. The Charter of the Economic Rights and Duties 
of States, as proposed by the President of Mexico, crys- 
tallizes this thought. We are happy because of the re- 
iterated support that your government has given to such 
an important project. 

As representatives of a people in the ranks of the third 
world that is striving for accelerated views and independ- 
ent development, we are happy to see the agreement which 
will serve as a basis for a new treaty on the Panama Canal. 
There is nothing more important for friendly and fruitful 
relations than the real effectiveness of the principles of 
sovereignty and the self-determination of peoples. 
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The energy crisis, especially with regard to petroleum, 
makes necessary a profound revision of the strategies that 
rich and poor societies have been putting into practice in 
order to face the present and the future. 

What we need is foresight and fair treatment between 
producers of raw materials and highly industrialized na- 
tions. It is necessary to fight waste, excess use, and irra- 
tional exploitation of the resources that the world has in 
order to maintain its shared development. 

We took up with special concern the problem of mi- 
gratory Mexican workers. We agreed that our eyes could 
not be closed to a reality that involves thousands of human 
beings since such an attitude can lead to artificial political 
decisions. 

We recalled that you and President Echeverria agreed 
in this case to undertake joint measures that might be 
mutually satisfactory. 

A human and social reality that is so complex cannot 
be solved with unilateral decisions. 

The problem is a difficult one, but we think that to- 
gether we can find the best ways to solve it, with an essen- 
tial point of departure internationally accepted, that 
wherever man seeks to subsist and to better himself by 
his productive and clean work, he must be protected by 
law and treated with dignity. 


We also insist, in our effort to improve our bilateral 
trade, on a mechanism of exchange and supplementation. 
Excessive restrictions, especially on the part of economies 
that are so powerful as is that of the United States, im- 
plies the backwardness and harm to poor nations. We trust 
that soon the United States will adopt the generalized 
preference system, as has been done by other highly de- 
veloped nations. 


The House of Representatives has reached agreements 
which will provide a definitive solution to the problem of 
the salinity of the Colorado River. We are sure that the 
Senate will do its part at the proper time. We are con- 
vinced that with regard to this problem, the United 
States Congress has shown great understanding and dili- 
gence in order to convert into splendid reality the agree- 
ment reached by you, President Nixon, and President 
Echeverria. 


In this 14th Interparliamentary Conference, the legis- 
lators of Mexico and the United States have communi- 
cated with each other with optimism, frankness, and free- 
dom in seeking everything that will contribute to a better 
relationship between our peoples, because we firmly be- 
lieve in the intelligence and in the good faith of human 
beings and in the inexhaustible vitality of our citizens on 
continuing to seek justice. 


Please accept our best wishes for the well-being of the 
American people and for the health and good fortune of 
you, Mr. President, and your family. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House where he greeted members of the American and Mexi- 


can delegations to the Conference. Senator Olivares spoke in Span- 
ish. As printed above, his remarks follow the translation by an 
interpreter. 


Arab Terrorist Attack at Ma’alot, Israel 


The President’s Letter of Condolence to Israeli Prime 
Minister Golda Meir. May 16, 1974 

May 15, 1974 
Dear Madame Prime Minister: 

Our sorrow for the tragic loss of so many of Israel’s chil- 
dren at Ma’alot cannot be expressed in words. Mrs. Nixon 
and I, along with all Americans, grieve with you and with 
the parents and schoolmates of those who died. This sense- 
less act of terrorism has underscored once again the need 
for true peace in the Middle East. I can assure you that 
our efforts toward this goal will not waver. Please extend, 
Madame Prime Minister, my personal condolences to the 
Israeli people in this time of mourning. 

Sincerely, 
RicHarp Nixon 
NOTE: The text of the letter was made available by the White 


House Press Office. It was not issued in the form of a White House 
press release. 


Civil Aeronautics Board 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Richard Joseph O’Melia for Reappointment as a 
Member of the Board.. May 16, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Richard Joseph O’Melia, of Westmoreland Hills, 
Md., for reappointment as a member of the Civil 
Aeronautics Board for the term of 6 years expiring 
December 31, 1980. 


Mr. O’Melia is currently serving the remainder of the 
term expiring December 31, 1974. From 1957 until his 
appointment to the CAB on November 26, 1973, he was 
a member of the CAB staff, serving as Special Assistant in 
the Office of the General Counsel, Deputy Director of the 
Bureau of International Affairs, and from May 1969 to 
November 1973 as Director of the CAB’s Bureau of En- 
forcement. From 1953 to 1955, he was a member of the 
professional staff of the U.S. Senate Committee on Gov- 
ernment Operations serving as general counsel. 

He was born in Rhinelander, Wis., on May 24, 1917. 
Mr. O’Melia received his M.A. degree from the Univer- 
sity of Notre Dame in 1939 and his LL.B. from the Mar- 
quette University Law School in 1948, following his 
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service as an officer in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1941 
to 1946. From 1948 to 1951, he was engaged in the private 
practice of law with the firm of O’Melia and Kaye, in 
Milwaukee, Wis., and from 1951 to 1953 he was assistant 
city attorney for the city of Milwaukee. 

Mr. O’Melia is married to the former Anetta Jane 
O’Neil. They have five children. 


? 


National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Three 
Members of the Board of Directors. May 16, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate three persons to be members of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation 
for the terms indicated. They are: 


For a term of 3 years: 


Donan P. Jacoss, of Evanston, IIl., Morrison Professor of Finance 
and chairman of the finance department, Graduate School of 
Management, Northwestern University, Evanston. 

For a term of 4 years: 


Rosert GALBRAITH Dun Lop, of Bryn Mawr, Pa., chairman of the 
board, Sun Oil Company, Philadelphia, Pa. 

GerALp D. Morean, of Burkittsville, Md., partner in the law firm 
of Hamel, Park, McCabe and Saunders, Washington, D.C. 

The Board was originally established by the Rail Pas- 
senger Service Act of 1970, then was terminated and an 
entirely new and expanded Board was created by the 
Amtrak Improvement Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-146 
of November 3, 1973). The new Board consists of 17 
members as follows: the Secretary of Transportation, ex 
officio; 9 members nominated to the Senate by the Presi- 
dent; 3 elected annually by the common stockholders of 
the Corporation; and 4 elected annually by the preferred 
stockholders of the Corporation. 

Board members appointed by the President shall serve 
4-year terms except the initial appointees who shall serve 
staggered terms of 2, 3, and 4 years. Of the Presidential 
appointees, three are designated as “consumer representa- 
tives.” On April 23, 1974, the President announced his 
intention to nominate six Board members, including three 
consumer representatives. The Board will elect its own 
Chairman annually. 


The President’s Message to the Congress Submitting a 
Second Quarterly Report on the Effect of the 
Deployment of U.S. Forces on the Balance 

of Payments. May 16, 1974 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with Section 812(d) cf the Department 
of Defense Appropriation Authorization Act, 1974 (Pub- 
lic Law 93-155), I am pleased to submit the following 
report to the Congress on the progress made since my last 
report on February 20, 1974, in implementing the pro- 
visions of Section 812 of the Act cited above. 

On April 25, representatives of the United States and 
the Federal Republic of Germany signed a new offset 
agreement covering fiscal years 1974 and 1975. The offset 
to be provided during this two year period is larger in 
dollar terms and provides more substantial economic bene- 
fits to us than any previous offset agreement. At an ex- 
change rate of $1—DM 2.669, the dollar value of the 
agreement is approximately $2.22 billion over the two year 
period. 

The composition of the agreement is generally similar 
to that of previous offset agreements, but there are a num- 
ber of features that significantly increase its value to the 
United States, including substantial budegtary relief. As 
before, German military procurement in the United States 
represents the largest single element. In the present agree- 
ment it amounts to $1.03 billion (at $1.00—DM 2.669). 
Other attractive features include German willingness to 
continue funding the rehabilitation of facilities used by 
American troops in the Federal Republic; to take over 
the payment of certain real estate taxes and airport 
charges in connection with US military activities in Ger- 
many; to purchase from the US Atomic Energy Com- 
mission enriched uranium, including enrichment services; 
and—for the first time in the framework of an offset 
agreement—to finance US-German cooperation in science 
and technology. 

As in the case of previous offset agreements, the new 
agreement makes provision for German purchases of spe- 
cial US Government securities on concessionary terms. 
The significant interest savings resulting from an $843 
million loan over seven years at 2'/, percent, together with 
the above-mentioned German contributions to our troop 
stationing costs such as troop facilities rehabilitation and 
absorption of taxes and airport fees, substantially cover 
the additional costs we bear by deploying our forces in the 
Federal Republic rather than in the United States. 

Benefits contained in the agreement constitute the 
major element in the effort to meet the requirements of 
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Section 812. The agreement is the product of many 
months of difficult negotiations, involving not only the 
negotiators appointed by our two governments, but also 
personal exchanges at the highest levels of the two 
governments. 

In my last report to the Congress, I stated that US ex- 
penditures entering the balance of payments as a result 
of the deployment of forces in NATO Europe in fulfill- 
ment of treaty commitments and obligations in FY 1974 
are estimated to be approximately $2.1 billion. That esti- 
mate still holds. 

I anticipate that the bilateral offset agreement with the 
Federal Republic of Germany, together with arrange- 
ments involving other Allies, will meet the requirements 
of Section 812. This will permit us to maintain our forces 
in NATO Europe at present levels. In this connection, I 
would like to point out that the NATO study on allied 
procurement plans, which I referred to in my last report 
to the Congress, indicates that allied military procurement 
from the U.S. in FY 1974 will be significant despite the 
fact that many of our Allies have suffered a worsening in 
their trade balance and face the possibility of even greater 
deterioration. I will provide the Congress with further in- 
formation on satisfying the requirements of Section 812 
in my August report. 

RicHARD NIxoN 
The White House, 
May 16, 1974. 


Federal Communications Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Robert E. Lee for Reappointment as a Member 
of the Commission. May 17, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Robert E. Lee, of Washington, D.C., for reappoint- 
ment as a member of the Federal Communications Com- 
mission for a term of 7 years expiring June 30, 1981. 

Mr. Lee has served as a member of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission since 1953, and is currently serv- 
ing a term expiring June 30, 1974. From 1947 to 1953, he 
directed surveys and investigations for the House Appro- 
priations Committee. From 1939 to 1947, he was with the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation as an agent and served 
as Fiscal Assistant to the Director. 

He was born on March 31, 1912, in Chicago, Ill. Mr. 
Lee was graduated from De Paul University in 1935. He 
is married to the former Wilma Rector. They have two 
sons and one daughter. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. 


Federal Communications Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Glen O. Robinson To Be a Member 
of the Board. May 17, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Glen O. Robinson, of Edina, Minn., to be a member 
of the Federal Communications Commission for the re- 
mainder of the term of 7 years expiring June 30, 1976. 
He will succeed Dean Burch, who is now Counsellor to 
the President. 


Mr. Robinson has been professor of law at the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota since 1967, teaching courses in admin- 
istrative law, torts, regulated industries, and public land 
management. During 1961-62 and from 1964 to 1967, 
he was with the Washington, D.C., law firm of Covington 
and Burling, practicing in the fields of communications 
and antitrust law and renegotiation. 

He was born on June 6, 1936, in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Mr. Robinson attended Utah State University and re- 
ceived his A.B. degree, magna cum laude, from Harvard 
University in 1958. He received his LL.B., with honors, 
from Stanford University in 1961. 

Mr. Robinson is married and has two children. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. 


Federal Communications Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Abbott Washburn To Be a Member of 
the Commission. May 17, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Abbott Washburn, of Washington, D.C., to be a 
member of the Federal Communications Commission for 
the remainder of the term of 7 years expiring June 30, 
1975. He will succeed H. Rex Lee, who has resigned. On 
March 19, 1974, Luther Holcomb was nominated for this 
position. At Mr. Holcomb’s request, his nomination will 
be withdrawn. 

Mr. Washburn is a member of the Board for Interna- 
tional Broadcasting and serves as Special Consultant to 
the Director of the Office of Telecommunications Policy. 
From 1969 to 1971, he served first as Deputy Chairman 
(1969), then as Chairman (1969-71) with the rank of 
Ambassador, of the U.S. Delegation to the INTELSAT 
Conference on Definitive Arrangements for the global 
communications satellite system. During 1968 he was 
public relations director of Citizens for Nixon. From 1962 
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to 1968, he had his own public affairs consulting firm, 
Washburn, Stringer Associates, Inc. 

He was born on March 1, 1915, in Duluth, Minn. Mr. 
Washburn received his A.B. degree, cum laude, from 
Harvard University in 1937, and served for 3 years in the 
U.S. Navy during World War II. After serving as di- 
rector of public relations for General Mills, Inc., he worked 
with Radio Free Europe and the Crusade for Freedom. 
After serving on the White House Staff during 1953-54, 
he was Deputy Director of the United States Information 
Agency from 1954 to 1961. 

Mr. Washburn is married to the former Wanda AI- 
lender. They have one daughter and reside in Wash- 
ington, D.C. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. 


Federal Power Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Daniel T. Kingsley To Be a Member of 
the Commission. May 17, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Daniel T. Kingsley, of Portland, Oreg., to be a mem- 
ber of the Federal Power Commission for the term of 5 
years expiring June 22, 1979. He will succeed Albert 
Bushong Brooke, Jr., whose term expires June 22, 1974. 

Mr. Kingsley has served since February 8, 1971, as a 
Special Assistant to the President in the White House 
Personnel Office. During 1972-73, he was with the In- 
augural Committee. He came to Washington in 1969 from 
Portland, Oreg., where he was president and general man- 
ager of the Kingsley Lumber Company. During 1968 he 
was an advance man in the President’s campaign, and 
from 1969 to 1971 he was Commissioner of the Property 
Management and Disposal Service, General Services 
Administration. 

He was born on October 1, 1932, in Portland, Oreg. 
Mr. Kingsley received his A.B. degree, cum laude, in 1954 
from Princeton University, where he majored in history. 
From 1954 to 1956, he served with the Army Security 
Agency, and in 1956 he joined Kingsley Lumber Com- 
pany as assistant timber manager. From 1957 to 1962, he 
was vice president and sales manager of: Kingsley Lumber 
Company, and from 1962 to 1968 he was president and 
general manager of the firm. He was also vice president 
and director of Milwaukie Lumber Company and E. D. 
Kingsley Lumber Company. 

Mr. Kingsley and his wife Eleanor reside in Potomac, 
Md., with their six children. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


May 13 

HEW Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger met with the 
President at the White House to report on the status of 
the Administration’s education and health proposals cur- 
rently before the Congress. 


May 14 

The President announced his intention to nominate 
Gen. George S. Brown, Chief of Staff of the Air Force, to 
be Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, succeeding Adm. 
Thomas H. Moorer, who is retiring. The President also 
announced his intention to nominate Gen. David C. Jones 
to be Chief of Staff of the Air Force. General Brown and 
General Jones met with the President at the White House. 
Also attending the meeting were Secretary of Defense 
James R. Schlesinger and Secretary of the Air Force John 
L. McLucas. 

The President greeted retired Maj. Gen. Julius Klein, 
vice chairman of the National Citizens Committee for 
Fairness to the Presidency. 

Nine Congressmen were the President’s guests for din- 
ner on board the Presidential yacht Sequoia. 


May 15 

Charles M. Boteler, Jr., of Rockville, Md., president of 
the National Association of Mutual Insurance Agents, 
called on the President at the White House. 

The President greeted Mrs. Oliver Rowe and Andy 
Untener, of Charlotte, N.C., who obtained 7,000 signa- 
tures on petitions in support of the President. They were 
accompanied by Representative James G. Martin. 

John F. Thomas, Director of the Intergovernmental 
Committee for European Migration, met with the Presi- 
dent at the White House to report on the work of the 
Committee. The Committee is an independent interna- 
tional organization whose purpose is to relocate refugees 
from various parts of the world. 

The President and Mrs. Nixon stopped in briefly at a 
party at the F Street Club in Washington for Leonard K. 
Firestone, the new U.S. Ambassador to Belgium. 


May 16 


The President met at the White House with Counsellors 
Anne L. Armstrong and Dean Burch and Republican 
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National Chairman George H. Bush for a general discus- 
sion of political matters. 

Roy L. Ash, Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, met with the President at the White House to 
discuss economic matters and the budget. 


The President announced the appointment of Joseph 
W. Duncan, of Arlington, Va., as the U.S. Representative 
on the Statistical Commission of the U.N. Economic and 
Social Council. 

The President left Washington for a stay at his home 
in Key Biscayne, Fla. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 


TO THE SENATE 

The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted May 13, 1974 

RosBERT P. PAGANELLI, of New York, a Foreign 
Service officer of Class four, to be Am- 
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
the State of Qatar. 

Epwarp C. SCHMULTs, of Maryland, to be 
Under Secretary of the Treasury, vice Jack 
Franklin Bennett. 

JACK FRANKLIN BENNETT, of Connecticut, 
to be Under Secretary of the Treasury 
for Monetary Affairs, vice Paul A. Volcker, 
resigned. 

FREDERICK L. WEBBER, Of Virginia, to be a 
Deputy Under Secretary of the Treasury, 
vice William L. Gifford, resigned. 

The following-named persons to be Exam- 
iners-in-Chief, United States Patent Office: 

GoRDON KRUPSAW MILESTONE, Of Mary- 
land, vice John Stevens Lieb, resigned. 

EvELYN K. MERKER, of Virginia, vice 
Arthur H. Behrens, resigned. 

Bric. GEN. WAYNE S. NicHOoLs, USA, to be 
@ member of the Mississippi River Com- 
mission, under the provisions of Section 2 
of an Act of Congress, approved 28 June 
1879 (21 Stat. 37) (33 U.S.C. 642), vice 
Maj. Gen. Willard Roper, retired. 


Submitted May 15, 1974 


J. WILLIAM MmppEnporr II, of Connecticut, to 
be Secretary of the Navy, vice John W. 
Warner, resigned. 

Gen. GeorcE S. Brown, USAF, for appoint- 
ment as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff for a term of 2 years, pursuant to 
Title 10, United States Code, Section 142. 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 

TO THE SENATE—Continued 

Submitted May 15, 1974—Continued 

Gen. Davin C. Jones, USAF, to be appointed 
as Chief of Staff, United States Air Force, 
for a period of 4 years, pursuant to Title 10, 
United States Code, Section 8034. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released May 13, 1974 


News conference: on legislation pending in 
the Senate and other matters relating to 
health and welfare—by Caspar W. Wein- 
berger, Secretary, Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare 


Released May 14, 1974 

Fact sheet: the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment, 
and Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 
1974, and the Narcotic Addict Treatment 
Act of 1974 

News conference: on bills concerning drug 
addiction and alcohol abuse—by Caspar W. 
Weinberger, Secretary, Robert Dupont, Di- 
rector, Special Action Office for Drug Abuse 
Prevention, and Morris Chafetz, Director, 
National Institute on Alcohol and Alcohol- 
ism, Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare 


Released May 15, 1974 


Fact sheet: reform of State workers’ com- 
pensation laws 

News conference: on the need for reform in 
State workers’ compensation programs— 
by Peter J. Brennan, Secretary, and Rich- 
ard F. Schubert, Under Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Labor 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved May 14, 1974 


Public Law 93-283 
An act to amend certain laws affecting the 
Coast Guard. 

Public Law 93-281 
Narcotic Addict Treatment Act of 1974. 

Public Law 93-282 
An act to extend through fiscal year 1974 
certain expiring appropriations authoriza- 
tions in the Public Health Service Act, the 
Community Mental Health Centers Act, 
and the Developmental Disabilities Serv- 
ices and Facilities Construction Act, and 
for other purposes. 


Approved May 16, 1974 


H.R. 5759 Private Law 93-67 
An act for the relief of Morena Stolsmark. 
H.R. 6116 Private Law 93-68 
An act for the relief of Gloria Go. 
Private Law 93-69 
An act for the relief of Kamal Antoine 
Chalaby. 
Private Law 93-70 
An act for the relief of Ernest Edward 
Scofield (Ernesto Espino) . 
Public Law 93-284 
An act to name structure S—5A of the Cen- 
tral and Southern Florida Flood Control 
District, located in Palm Beach County, 
Florida, as the “W. Turner Wallis Pumping 
Station” in memory of the late W. Turner 
Wallis, the first secretary-treasurer and 
chief engineer for the Central and South- 
ern Florida Flood Control District. 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President was in Florida at the cutoff time of this 
issue. Releases issued there but not received in time for 
inclusion in the issue will be printed next week. 
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